Chairman’s Report 2008








Well what a first year!  But to start off with, as in any Oscar presentation, I would like to make a few thank-yous.  





I would firstly like to thank the outgoing Chairman, Ron Phillips MBE, for leaving the club in such a strong financial position which has made one of my biggest worries far simpler and less of a concern in my first year, but this will definitely be a focus in what will, hopefully, be my second year.  





Secondly, I would like to thank the current committee for supporting me in my first year as Chairman and playing such a key role in the new and exciting club chapter that we all have embarked on.  





Thirdly I would like to thank Alison Reed and Melvyn Garrett for agreeing to take on the role of “Swim 21 Co-ordinators” which will be a massive scoop for the club when we achieve this ASA Award over the next year.  





This leaves one final thank you and that is for all the swimmers, coaches, parents and supporters of the club for also supporting my team and me in a year that has been challenging in many ways.





Unfortunately we have had a former long-standing member, Trevor Williams, pass on, and we all send the family our condolences and good wishes.   If any one would like to give a donation that hasn’t done so already please can they see Sheila at the end or on Sunday night.  Donations are going to the Duchess of Kent House.





We have also had people leave over the last year to explore new pools and lanes and I wish them all the best with their new challenge.  Because of this I have had to re-allocate areas of responsibility so the club can continue to thrive, and the committee, including myself, have a vast learning curve to get to grips with.   Sue Howson has taken on the role of  Welfare Officer and Paul Dean is looking after travel arrangements.  





We have had many achievements in and out of the pool over the past 12 months with a few key notes noted below.  Firstly out of the pool: -





We have a new professional looking website being designed that will be going live very soon which will contain many new sub-sections and exciting pieces of information.


We have successfully secured, from Reading Borough Council, a grant for the pool costs for our June Gala.  Reading Borough Council granted the club more than we asked for which they have insisted that we use in “up-skilling” the club staff.


We had a fantastic fundraising event at the Woodcote Rally.


I was part of the organising committee for the 3rd British LD Swimming Championships as well as being asked to continue this for the 4th British LD Swimming Championships.


I have also been approached to take part in an ASA up-skilling programme that will hopefully end up in my obtaining a Level 3 qualification in swimming coaching.  When this has been achieved I will be taking on the role as ASA South East Region Disability Coach. 





Secondly in the pool:-





We had 5 members of the club attended the DSISO World and Festival of Swimming Championships in Portugal (Christopher Phillips, Samuel Haslam, Amy Croker, Judith Cooling and Elizabeth Pike).


We had 4 swimmers asked to attend training with the English LD National team (Bryan Wibberley, Adrian Dyer, Andrew Hart and Jonathan Aldridge). 


We had 5 swimmers asked to attend training with the ASA South East Regional team (Bryan Wibberley, Adrian Dyer, Andrew Hart, Ben Page and Jonathan Aldridge). 


We had a total of 227 qualifying swims at the 3rd British LD Swimming Championships.


The athletes have swum 41.6miles in competition and travelled a massive 1867.2 miles in training!


We achieved a total of 271 medals from the 1st January 2008 – 1st January 2009 








I would also like to wish Tom Howson and Sue Dyer well in the medical treatment they are both currently receiving. 





One of my biggest regrets for the year just gone is that for the first time since 1984 we will not be sending a team to the Special Olympics National Summer Games.  Even though I say I regret this, at the same time I feel that the committee and myself have made the correct decision with the welfare of the athletes in mind.    We all felt that asking our athletes to stay in a sports hall for the week was not conducive to good swimming and went against our beliefs of supporting our athletes in participation, glory and failure!





We need your help in finding the next generation of swimmers for the Reading Cygnets SC, as we need new blood to take forward the role of where our experienced and ageing team has got the club already, and also to take on the challenge of managing the club into the next decade.


Coming up soon is the Presentation Evening where we hope to see all of you for a good knee’s up!  Also we have our June gala, which has been renamed, to the “Reading LD Open”.  This year the gala will be run over one day instead of the usual two.  The reason for this is two-fold.   Firstly with the Special Olympics National Summer Games being held in July, many clubs are heavily fund raising to attend this competition.   Secondly, as this is the first time we have run a gala without Diane, we want to start off with a gala that we can all learn from and make next year’s a two day meet.





Gordon Dart                 					12 February 2009  


