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UK & International Classification

For People with Learning Disability
Changes to the Classification Process 
The following changes are being implemented by the UK Sports Association for People with Learning Disability (UKSA).  

With immediate effect, any athlete from the UK submitting an application to UKSA for UK classification or international (INAS-FID) “primary eligibility” (stage 1) classification will be required to comply with these changes.  

1.
 Psychologists

In 2009, UK legislation (Health Professions Order 2001) made it a mandatory requirement for practicing psychologists to register with the newly created Health Professions Council (HPC). The HPC covers all four Home Countries in the UK.
The HPC are now the statutory regulators of practitioner psychologists. They ensure national standards are maintained and that those in practice have met criteria, attained standards and continue to practice at an appropriate level.  Being granted registration with HPC means that they are satisfied that the professional has met the national standards for training, performance and conduct in that profession. 

With immediate effect therefore, UKSA will require all Psychologists endorsing or carrying out new assessments for UK or INAS-FID classification assessments to have a valid registration with the HPC.  All applications received at the UKSA office should include:
-
HPC Registration Number

-
Registration status

-
Start and End date of current registration

For information on the Health Profession Council go to www.hpc-uk.org . Psychologists, for the purposes of classification, are no longer required by UKSA to have “Chartered” status.  
2.
National Paralympic Committee (NPC) Endorsement
This effects international (INAS-FID) classification only. INAS-FID has announced that it is no longer necessary for applications to be endorsed by the member nations NPC – the British Paralympic Association.  UKSA has already begun implementing this change on applications received.  BPA will continue to be kept informed by UKSA of British 
athletes being classified.

3.
Coaches Letter

This effects international (INAS-FID) classification only.  INAS-FID has announced that it is no longer necessary for the athletes’ coach to submit a letter of support as part of the SIC-Q section of the application form.  UKSA is now implementing this change.  It is no longer a mandatory requirement for athletes in the UK to send a coaches letter.
4.
Application Deadlines
Classification applications for athletes in the UK will remain the same.  That is for:
UK Applications 

At least four weeks prior to the entry date for which the athlete is seeking entry.  If a specific competition is being targeted, this should be disclosed on the classification application form submitted to UKSA.
International (INAS-FID) Applications

An athlete must be classified (Stage 1) by the UK selection date or the final event entry deadline, whichever is sooner.  All applications therefore must reach UKSA at least 5 months in advance of the final entry deadline of the competition to which the athlete is seeking entry.  Applying and submitting by the deadline is no guarantee of classification.
However, for your information, INAS-FID has changed their policy on application deadlines. This is now more in line with the position already adopted by UKSA and does not change the UK application deadline policy. From 1st May 2010, INAS-FID require athlete classification to be confirmed (ie. the athlete must appear on the INAS-FID Master List), no later than the final entry deadline for the relevant competition. Athletes who are not classified by the final entry deadline will be determined ineligible by INAS-FID for that competition. There will be no formal deadline for submission of applications to INAS-FID, however they strongly advise that applications reach them a minimum of 8 weeks prior to the final entry deadline for any event. Applications will be considered in the order that they arrive at the INAS-FID Secretariat.

Applications submitted less than 8 weeks before the events, final entry deadline are not guaranteed to be considered by the INAS-FID Eligibility Committee and the athlete may not be allowed to participate. Up until 1st May 2010, specific deadlines have been set by INAS-FID.  Those relevant to the UK are:

World Cross Country Championships 4-8 March Hungary - to Secretariat by 23.1.10

World Indoor Athletics Championships 14-19 April Sweden - to Secretariat by 5.3.10
5.
INAS Classification Application Form and Guidance Notes
INAS-FID will shortly be issuing a new form, guidance notes and policy document together with further details on the changes necessary for sports specific classification. The primary eligibility requirements will not change – ie. IQ, Adaptive Behaviour & age of onset.
For more information on UK and International Classification and to download the UK or International (INAS-FID) application forms, log onto www.uksportsassociation.org or telephone UKSA on 0207 490 3057.  
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